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Worthy Grand Matron & Worthy Grand Patron Reception

Sister Teresa Ryan WGM and Brother Carl Anderson WGP receiving their Quilts
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  A reception was held Saturday 
May 6th in Emporia. The members 
of Fidelity Chapter #38, Golden 
Sheaf Chapter #226 and Miriam 
Chapter #14 worked together to 
make this a wonderful afternoon. 
  Lunch was by Olpe Chicken 
House which has been recently 
featured on Americas Best 
Restaurants. Before gathering 
in the chapter room Brother Bob 
Wright received the “traveling 
escort badge”. It will be interesting 
to see his addition to the badge.  

  Then the group gathered in the 
chapter room where Sister 
Teresa was honored by her 
chapter with a program about her 
beloved Green Bay Packers. As 
Brother Carl is known by most as 
‘the camera guy’ a game of true or 
false that revolved around other 
parts of Brother Carl’s life. 
  Then it was time for the reveal 
of the of quilts. Sister Teresa’s 
Believe in Gods Miracles Grand 
Family presented her with a 
beautiful quilt that featured 

colorful Sunflowers and was made 
by Wanda Ryan and Liz Jerome. 
The ‘Flag” family presented Broth-
er Carl a blue quilt featuring all the 
star point colors as well as OES, 
Masonic and symbols from his life.
  Cookies and bottles of water 
were available to go for those that 
needed to get on the road and 
also for fellowship at the 
reception. A big thank you to 
everyone that made this an 
afternoon to remember for Sister 
Teresa and Brother Carl.
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Worthy Grand Matron

Teresa M. Ryan

Theme: 
Plant a Seed

Aims:
To celebrate the Order 

of Eastern Star and honor 
the history of those who 
planted seeds before us. 

Watchwords:
Service, Faith, Belief

 
Motto:

Spread  Ecourangement 
Every Day

Scriptures:
WGM:

Matthew 17:20
Hebrews 11:1
Psalm 118:24

WGP:
1 Thessalonians 5:17

1 Peter 4:10

Honor Stations: 
Conductress, Associate 
Conductress, Chaplain

Emblems:

Sunflower, OES Star
Square and Compasses

Holy Bible

From the Desk of the WGM.....

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

  The 2025-2026 Plant a Seed year is off to a great start. Our receptions 
were held to honor our Appointed Officers, and the programs were ones 
for the books. I loved seeing the creativity of our members from across 
the state as they honored their sisters and brothers. The love for each 
other was evident in the speeches and programs displayed. 
  Our next order of business has been working with the Sarah E. 
Stewart Chapter #496 U.D. to get them up to speed with our 
ceremonies and workings of our meetings. My hope is to grant them a 
Charter sometime this coming Fall. It is wonderful to experience the joy 
and light in these members eyes and to see their excitement to belong 
to our beautiful Order. If you see any of these members visiting your 
chapter, please welcome them. I have encouraged them to attend as 
many meetings and events as they can to become more familiar with 
how to do things. I was very happy to see that almost 10 of their 
members attended the first Official Visit in Anthony. We are watching 
these seeds grow and continuing to water them with knowledge 
and instruction!! 
  This summer is full of fun and fellowship. The Sunflower Sewing Day 
is a day of fun, food, and fellowship. If you are not busy on July 26th, 
please come, bring a food dish to share, maybe a sewing machine, 
maybe not, and enjoy a day of sewing and smiles. The very next week-
end, Aug 1-3 is the Five State fun weekend being held in Mason City 
Iowa this year. The weekend after that, Aug 8-10, is our 
Kansas/Nebraska Exchange where we will be bringing in a few new 
members to our order and having fun with our neighbors to the north. If 
you come to this event, I recommend staying for the fun 
Saturday night!!!
  Don’t forget that the deadlines for the cruise are upcoming. 
  I can’t wait to get started this fall with the official visits and schools 
of instructions. I look forward to traveling around to your chapters and 
meeting new friends while reminiscing with the old friends. 
Please remember our competition for raising money for the Dogs. 
Each chapter can earn tickets towards a Cinnamon Roll and 
Coffee refreshments. 
  Please remember your sisters and brothers who are unable to attend 
and reach out to them to keep them up to date with the things we are 
doing. They may love Star but are not able to make it due to their health 
or age. I’m sure they would love to hear from you.
  I wish for everyone to have a safe and happy Summer!

Star Love,

Worthy Grand Matron
Teresa M. Ryan
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Worthy Grand Patron

O. Carl Anderson

Just for Fun:
WGM:

Roller Skates, Green Bay 
Packers, M&M’s, 
Hershey Kisses

WGP:
Lab Rats, Photography, 

Amateur Radio, Science, 
Reese’s

Colors:
Yellow, Green, Blue,Brown

Flowers:
WGM:

Sunflowers, Lilacs

WGP:
Orchids

Songs:
WGM:

Plant A Seed
Somewhere Over 

The Rainbow
I Can Only Imagine
Marches written for 
Past Grand Matrons

WGP:
Make Me A Servant

Freely, Freely

From the Desk of the WGP....

  As I am writing this communication we are “enjoying” Kansas weather 
typical of early summer. The wind is blowing a steady 25 mph with 
gusts over 40 mph, the temperature this afternoon climbed to 95° 
locally, wheat harvest has started, dust is blowing . . .  Your WGP, 
finally having a weekend home, tried to get some yard-work and 
“honey-do” tasks completed. I find age is catching up with me and 
good intentions not withstanding I did not get near as much 
accomplished as my darling Escort planned for me!  <grin>
  Your Grand Family has been busy this spring with officer receptions, 
working with the new Sarah E. Stewart Chapter in Pratt, participating 
in our first Official Visit and Pins presentation, as well as more 
individual activities. I am sure our Grand Officers are working hard,
preparing for the Kansas/Nebraska Exchange, which is the 2nd 
weekend in August, in Emporia. Plans are also being made for travel 
and participation in the 5 State Weekend, which is being held the 1st 
weekend in August in Iowa. September through early December will 
be filled with Schools of Instruction, Official Visits, Pin Presentations 
and more.
  Your Worthy Grand Matron Teresa Ryan and I chose to combine 
efforts and have a single charity for this year, which is KSDS Assistance 
Dogs Inc. This organization trains dogs as qualified service animals, 
providing guide dogs for the visually impaired, service dogs for the 
physically disabled, and facility dogs that assist professionals. Both the 
animals and the two week residence training program the 
recipient must complete are provided at no cost to the person. At a 
recent graduation ceremony for a new class of teams it was mentioned 
the value of each placed dog is around $25,000.  Kansas OES has 
been actively supporting KSDS Assistance Dogs Inc for several years.  
From the General Grand Chapter’s web-site, “As the primary and 
identifying charity, the Order of the Eastern Star advocates for qualified 
Service Dog programs and provides financial assistance to such 
organizations, aiding their efforts to serve mankind and to allow 
individuals to achieve independence.” 

Worthy Grand Patron
O. Carl Anderson
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  Gladiola Chapter, #459 was 
honored to host receptions for 
four of the newly appointed Grand 
Officers for the 2025-2026 Grand 
Chapter year on Saturday, 
May 10. The reception started with 
a baked potato bar prior to the 
reception. The tables were 
covered with gold tablecloths and 
silver buckets filled with 
sunflowers in the center and a 

corner bookmark table favor.    
  Each honored Grand Officer had 
a reserved table for their family 
and special guest. The Grand 
Officers honored were Nancy 
Zook, PGM, Grand Esther; 
Patti White, PGM, Grand Martha; 
Wanda Ryan, PGM, Grand Electa; 
and Glenn Duvall Grand Sentinel.    
  Following the luncheon, all 
retired to the chapter room for 
introductions and each chapter 
honored their chapter member.  
The officer’s stations were filled by 
members of honored guest 
Chapters – Gladiola #459, 
Fidelity #38, Evangeline #162, and 
Union #15. Worthy Matron, Nora 
Bayless, welcomed everyone 
present with facts about lilacs and 

orchids, which are, Teresa Ryan 
WGM, and Carl Anderson WGP, 
flowers for the year.  
Following introductions 
  Evangeline honored Sister 
Nancy, “Queen for a Day”.  
  Gladiola honored Sister Patti with 
history of items during her year as 
Worthy Grand Matron. 
  Fidelity presented Sister Wanda 
with “Ode to Electa”. 
  Union presented a program for 
Brother Glenn with the many hats 
of the railroad.   
  Following the completion of the 
programs, all retired to the dining 
room for refreshments and
fellowship provided by the 
honored guest chapters.  

 

  On May 17, 2025, Valley 
Center #237, was honored to host 
a reception honoring some of this 
year’s Appointive Grand Officers. 
The honorees were: Brother 
Robert Anderson, Grand 
Chaplain, Sisters Deb 
Westerman, Grand Marshal; 
Norma Salisbury, Grand 
Organist; Donna Fagg, PGM, 
GGCCM Registration, & Grand 
Adah; Kim Dellinger, PGM & 
Grand Ruth and Dee DeHaven, 
Grand Warder.  
  The entire venue was 
decorated in yellow, green and 
blue, with sunflowers bursting 
out everywhere.
  The event began with a luncheon
of pulled pork, coleslaw and green 

beans (of course). The sounds of 
friendly chatter filled the room.  

  When the meeting began, the 
offices were taken by members 
of each chapter with an honoree.  
Chapters involved were Miriam, 
Emporia; Valley Center, 
St. Bernard, Dodge City; Queen 
City, Winfield; and North Star, 
Wichita. Sister Janine Ingle 
Worthy Matron and Brother Chris 
Westerman, Worthy Patron of 
Valley Center, presided in the 
east. The greetings during 
introductions equated each group 
to a bird whose characteristics 
showed how we could each “Plant 
a Seed”.
    During Good of the Order, 
The Worthy Matron from each 
chapter presented very enjoyable 
programs to honor their chapter’s 

Appointive Grand Officer. When 
the meeting concluded, more 
fellowship was enjoyed over 
delicious cookies.

Around the State!

Thanks to all who provided 
photos for this issue!

Carl Anderson, Jana Goebel 
Melanie Marcy and Danni Newell 

Thanks!

Grand Officers Receptions

Valley Center #237

Gladiola #459
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Around the State! (Continued) Up Coming Events!!
Mark your Calendar!

(With Covid and the flu still 
around

Please be mindful of your 
Sisters and Brothers)

July 12th 
Grand Assembly

International Order of 
Rainbow for Girls

Wichita State University
Wichita

July 19th 
Kansas DeMolay Conclave
Lawrance Masonic Center

Lawrence

July 26th 
Sewing Day

Emporia

August 1st & 2nd
Five State Fun Weekend

Iowa

August 8th & 9th
Kansas/Nebraska Exchange

Emporia
 

School of Instructions
September 6th 

District #2
Sunflower #147, Chanute

September 13th 
District #3
Hays #228

September 20th 
District #4

Loyal #176, Silver Lake

(Continued on pg 6)

Check with your Secretary for
more Information!!

Thank You!!
  Brother David and I want to 
express our heartfelt thanks to 
the membership, for all the help 
and support we received during 
our “Windmills Across the Prairie” 
year and Grand Chapter Session.  
To make a Grand Chapter 
Session successful, it takes 
planning, organizing and 
leadership from everyone. 
There are many tasks that need to 
be completed, and we could not 
have done it without the support, 

guidance, patience and 
encouragement from the 
membership. Whether big or 
small, each and every one of 
you played a role. We heard from 
many of our out-of-state visitors 
who enjoyed the Kansas 
friendliness and welcome 
they experienced. 
  Finally, we want to thank you for 
your generosity in supporting our 
Charities and Special Projects. 

Golden Rod #163, 
Yates Center

Golden Rod #163 placed OES 
Flags on 292 members graves 
yesterday evening preparing for 
Memorial Day Weekend. Thanks 
to the help of: (and hope I don’t 
forget anyone) Thoes helping 
were Pete Peterson, WP; Kathe 
Hamman, WM; Sue Martin & Jerri 
Craig - along with Abbey, Mor-
gan & Mason Collins; Duane & 
Doreen Evans, Kay Jean Brown; 
Pattie Wilson and Steve & Jana 
Goebel. Gilead Lodge was also 
out placing 217 flags on the 
graves of their members.

Official Visit and 
Pins Anthony #187

Anthony #187 had their Official 
Visit and Pins on Thursday, June 
19th. Those receiving pins were, 
Gerald Kaup 60-year, Joyce Kaup 
50-year,Corinne Eller 75-year, 
JoAnn Wortman 60-year, Tom 
Traylor 25-year. 

Left to Right: Carl Anderson WGP; Gerald Kaup, Joyce Kaup, 
seated Corinne Eller,Joanne Wortman Tom Traylor, 

and Teresa Ryan WGM

Donations to the Star Gazer are always welcome!
Please send to: Grand Chapter Office

 221 SW 33rd St., Suite 300
Topeka, KS  66611-2379

Write Check to Grand Chapter of Kansas
in the Memo put Star Gazer Donation

This will help with postage and printing cost!
It costs between $2.25 & $2.50 per issue

*****NEW NEWS****

IN CASE YOU HAVEN’T HEARD
ADDA CHAPTER IS MOVING

LOOK FOR DETAILS 
REGARDING THIS 
EXCITING MOVE



(Continued from pg 5 )
Up Coming Events!!
Mark your Calendar!

Official Visits and Pins

September 10th 
Adda #176, Lenexa

September 15th 
Loyal #176, Silver Lake

September 18th 
Ninnescah #423

Clearwater

September 23rd
Olive #13, Fort Scott

September 24th 
Evangeline #162

Baldwin City

September 26th
Gladiola #459
Kansas City
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Sister Billie Bradfield MWGM, Brother Robert Hess GGGCM 
Service Dogs and PGP Kansas, Brother Michael Berry MWGP

Around the State! (Continued)

  David Ahlstrom, PGP, had the 
honor of presenting a check for 
$8,500 to HIKE (Hearing Impaired 
Kids’ Endowment). HIKE is the 
official philanthropy of Job’s 
Daughters International. The KS/
OK Job’s Daughters had their 
annual Grand Session in 
Lawrence, KS earlier this month.  
  The money was collected all 
across the state of Kansas from 
Eastern Star members during year 
he spent in the Grand East with 
Glenda Perkins, PGM.  
  Many Eastern Star members and 
Grand Officers were present for 
the Formal Grand Opening of the 
2025 Heartland Job’s Daughters 
Grand Session. Several of Job’s 
Daughters are OES members as 
well. Other Masonic groups were 

represented as well: The Royal 
Arch Masons by Brother Patrick 
Carr, The Grand Lodge of 
Kansas by Worshipful Master 
Derrick Hockett, Order of Eastern 
Star by Sister Teresa Ryan WGM. 
  PGP David felt it was an honor 
and pleasure to attend this Grand 
Session and present the check on 
behalf of the Kansas Eastern Star 
Sisters and Brothers.

Job’s Daughters Presentation

Indiana Grand Chapter 
with a Kansas Connection.....

Kansas was well represented at the Indiana Grand Chapter held June 
12th - 15th, 2025. Brothers Robert Hess GGCCM Service Dogs, PGP 
and Ron Krammerer,GGCCM Education Chair, PGP were able to join 
members Sister Melanie Marcy who was serving as District Deputy #5 
for Indiana and Brother Chip Marcy Grand Representative of New 
Jersey in Kansas. Chip and Melanie Marcy are members of Lakin #244 
besides Chapters in Indiana. 

General Grand Chapter Service Dog Committee

Left to Right, Brother Chip Marcy, 
Sisters Melanie Marcy, Karen 
Hazelman WGM of Indiana, 

Brothers Robert Hess GGCCM 
PGP of Kansas, and Denver Gray 

WGP of Indiana
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Cruise Information

Service Dogs

Cruising through Kansas cruise information update:

  We are super excited to announce that we are planning to have a 
gathering on Saturday, November 15th at the Emporia Masonic Temple  
for those going on the cruise. Doors will open at 11 am with a free will 
offering lunch at noon. Carly Williams will be there to give us important 
information and time for questions and answers about what to expect on 
the cruise.  
  If you are wanting one of the blue Cruise t-shirt make sure to send 
Melanie your order with payment to her by October 1st.  You can get 
a shirt even if you can not do the cruise. Shirts will be delivered at the 
gathering on November 15th.   
  If you are doing the cruise please be on the lookout for an email from 
Carly Williams (three sisters travel agency) for the deposit payment. 
The deposit due date has been extended to August 1st. 

 
Any of your Chapters history you are willling to share....

Chapter Anniversaries, Official Visits...You name it!
Want to keep the originals?

Copies accepted. 

Danni Altman-Newell will be happy to get them!



Place 
Stamp
Here

Star Gazer Newsletter
Kansas Grand Chapter OES
C/O Cindy Smith
13509 W. 10th Ct N
Wichita, KS  67235
    (Temporary change of address)

Forwarding Service Requested

Dear Sisters and Brothers of 
Kansas Eastern Star: 

 What is high blood pressure? High blood 
pressure (hypertension) occurs when the force of 

blood flowing through you blood vessels in 
consistently too high. High blood pressure is known 
as the silent killer. It typically has no symptoms but 
can lead to heart attack, stroke, vision loss, kidney 
failure and other health threats. Some risk factors 

besides your age and gender include lack of 
physical activity, drinking too much alcohol, 

diabetes, a diet high in sodium, sleep apnea and 
being overweight or obese. It is important to have 
your blood pressure measured by your healthcare 
provider. Only they can diagnosis hypertension. 

Your healthcare provider will work with you to make 
a plan to get in under control.

My heart beats for OES
Garrie Oppitz, GGCCM – Heart


