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Kansas/Nebraska Exchange

On Friday and Saturday,
November 23 & 24, many of our
Kansas Sisters and Brothers
traveled to Bellevue, NE for the
annual Kansas-Nebraska
Exchange.

On Friday several of the
Windmills Grand Family met for
lunch then travelled to Nebraska
City to tour the Kregel Windmill
Factory Museum. The museum
appears much as it did in the
1930’s. It was very interesting to
learn how windmills were made.
Many are still in operation.

After a wonderful dinner and
visiting with our Nebraska
counterparts we travelled to Alpha
Chapter #325 for the Exchange.
During the meeting the Kansas
Grand Officers changed places
with the Alpha Chapter Officers
for the ceremony of initiation.
Two members were initiated into
the Alpha Chapter.

Saturday afternoon we met again
and were able to observe as the
Nebraska Grand Family
exemplified degrees. It is always
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Reminder: The March/April issue
will be mailed after Grand Chapter.

interesting to see the differences
in other Jurisdictions.
For example, after introductions at
the altar there is no applause as
they leave the Labyrinth.
Another difference is they don't
sing the second verse of “The Tie
That Binds”. You could certainly
tell who was from Kansas then.
After a fun supper a bottle
auction was held. There were
many clever items and over
$2,000 was raised, with the
money being divided between the
Kansas and Nebraska Worthy
Grand Matrons’ special projects.
It was a wonderful weekend
visiting with our Nebraska friends
and meeting new ones.
Congratulations to the Grand
Officers of both Jurisdictions, as
well as the members of Alpha
Chapter, for an amazing job.
Your efforts truly made the event
memorable! We would like to
extend our heartfelt thanks to the
KS-NE Exchange Committee for
all of your hard work and
dedication in organizing such a

wonderful weekend. Your efforts
made this experience truly
memorable, and we deeply
appreciate everything you did to
ensure its success.
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Worthy Grand Matron

Glenda Perkins

Theme:
Windmills Across
the Prairie

Aims:
To help each member live
our Obligation and shine as
bright Stars

Watchwords:
God, Family, and Friends

Motto:
Believe in yourself,
dare to dream, and count
your blessings

Scriptures:
WGM:
Mark 9:32
Matthew 2:2

WGP:
2 John 1:3
Numbers 6:24-25

Honor Stations:
Sentinel, Adah & Ruth

Emblems:
Windmills, Cows,
Piggy Banks

Colors:
Crimsom, Blue,
Star Point Colors

Flowers:
Sunflowers, Lilacs
Alstromeria

Windmills Across the Prairie

From the Desk of the WGM.....

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Wow! Where has the time gone? This past year has been full of
activities, events, Official Visits, Pin Presentations, and an abundance of
fun and fellowship. Now we all have to remember to use 2025 in
our correspondence.

The Kansas/Oklahoma Exchange is scheduled for February 21st and
22nd, 2025. This will be in Clearwater, Kansas. More information will
follow as we are in the final planning stages.

Saturday, March 8, 2025 is the Spring Charity, which will be in
Emporia, Kansas. This committee is diligently working on a day of fun
and fellowship, so come and enjoy. There will be a silent and a live
auction. We will have march practice on Sunday, March 9th.

Our Grand Chapter Session, April 24 — 26, 2025, will be held at the
Ramada Inn in Topeka, Kansas. This is a time the Grand Officers and |
look forward to seeing many of you. The information and forms will be
released very soon.

The donations and purchases of our ltineraries, pins and cleaning
pups (for KSDS) is greatly appreciated.

As | reflect on the past year, | am truly grateful for all the support and
love from the membership. The memories will forever be treasured.
| don’t make New Year resolutions, but | will go forward with a promise
to do my best for our beautiful Order. Let’'s welcome 2025 with renewed
hope, peace and harmony. Wishing you all a wonderful year ahead,
filled with peace, joy and prosperity.

Star Love and Hugs
God Bless

@len&a gDerLins

Worthy Grand Matron




From the Desk of the WGP....

I've just been advised this issue of the Star Gazer is ready for the
presses... as soon as Glenda & | submit our articles to the Editor.
So, not wanting to be last and wanting to get ‘my article’ submitted
before Glenda’s... here is my contribution to this Star Gazer...

Glenda & | have been so fortunate in our travels in KS, NE, OK,
KY, SD, MO & SC... we've seen a number of creative things and
traveled to numerous interesting places: the windmill museum in
NE, the world’s largest easel in Goodland, and we found the troll by
the river in Wichita! | don’t want to leave out the ‘made in KS’ store
near Wilson, the Nifty Nut House in Wichita, and | am unofficially an
official Deputy Sheriff in Dodge City! | got an official Deputy
Sheriff firearm... it's made from wood and shoots rubber bands via
a clothes pin... still, | can say that | have one!

Thank you everyone for the outstanding programs and the many,
many wonderful gifts and craft items received... a windmill made
from pencils, dowel rods and dollar bills, paintings and artworks by
many talented members that are already hung on the wall of our
home, pigs that make sounds (my symbol is a piggy bank — saving
for the future), etc. It has been a wonderful experience to visit your
Chapters and to meet my Sisters and Brothers around our Grand
Jurisdiction. | hope | have made many long lasting friendships.

Miscellaneous worthy of mention: 1) riding in the Hutchinson
Christmas parade, 2) two flat tires...yikes. (Teresa & Carl... I've
had all the flat tires...there are none left for you in your ensuing
year.) 3. Attending the 51st Triennial Assembly in Myrtle Beach...
which was a fascinating and interesting experience; so much so that
| plan to attend the next Triennial in Phoenix in July 2027, where our
own Ron Kammerer should be a speaker because he is Chairman
of the General Grand Chapter Education committee.

It is often said in the business world ‘the pace of change is
increasing’... and it sure is! We can discuss change in our
Chapter meetings and especially when we all meet at our next
Grand Chapter in Topeka — April 24, 25 & 26. You and I... we are
ready for change and we can easily accommodate it — bring it!

Finally, one of the ‘radical doability’ projects regarding change
that | wanted to implement was to have a ‘pinochle room’ at Grand
Chapter so that anyone interested could play a few hands when
there was spare time. Alas, no ‘pinochle room’ in the upcoming
Grand Chapter; nonetheless, I'll bring the cards in case we can play
a hand or two at some time. As for me | don’t ever remember not
playing pinochle...when | was very little, | would sit on Grandfather’s
lap — he would point to the card to play and | would pull it from his
hand and throw it on the table. Good memories.

Speaking of good memories... | look forward to seeing you soon,
wherever we may meet.

Happy trails and God Bless you and your loved ones.

David Atlstrom

Worthy Grand Patron

OO
Worthy Grand Patron
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David Ahlstrom

Songs:
WGM:

In the Garden
How Great Thou Art
Old-time Rock n’ Roll
Country Oldies
Elvis Gospel Songs

WGP:

Gonna Build Me A Mountain
My cup Runneth Over
with Love
Windmill Keep On Turning
KU Fight Song
All I Want For Christmas
Is a 5lb Box of Money

Just for Fun:
Together:
KU, Chiefs, Royals,
Diet Coke

WGM:
Barns, Farm Animals
Cherry Mash Candy Bars

WGP:
Fishing, Licorice,
Cavalier King
Charles Spaniels
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Around the State!
Official Visit Sunflower #147, Chanute

The Chapter room was beautiful
and decorated for our Neewollah
Celebration to honor Glenda
Perkins, WGM and David

one had a fun time.

P.S. When you see them, ask
Sister Marlene Marts and Brother
Don Adams about THE sneeze.

Sister Janice Olson performed a
lovely rendition of Ruth’s lecture.

Sister Glenda and Brother David
participated in a fun skit written by

Ahlstrom, WGP. It was a great
honor to have 50-Year Pins
presented to our own Brother
Merrill Cunningham and Brother
Merrill Hodgden, who is a
member of Silver Leaf Chapter
#464 in Hutchinson, but lives

in lola.

Officers, members, and guests
were encouraged to wear a
costume or dress wonky!

After opening in form, the
order of business was
conducted BACKWARDS!

Sister Janice Olson, which
included a Witch’s Brew Pot that
fogged up the whole room.
They were then presented with
Honorary Memberships and
Love Gifts.

We ended with the Welcome
from the Worthy Matron followed
by Responses. Then, we closed.

Refreshments of Hot Apple Cider,
Doughnuts, and bags of Candy
Corn and Peanuts were enjoyed
after the meeting.

We had many visitors and every

| Sister Glenda Perkins WGM, Brothers Merrill Hodgden and
Merrill Cunningham 50 yr pins, and David Ahlstrom WGP

Official Visit Felicity #371, McPherson

The Worthy Grand Matron,
Worthy Grand Patron, and several
members of the Windmills Across
the Prairie Grand Family were in
attendance on Wednesday,
December 11, 2004, for their
official visit to Felicity Chapter
#371 in McPherson, Kansas.

The pot luck dinner was fantastic
and included many of the favorite
Christmas recipes we have all
loved and grown up enjoying.
There was large turnout of
members, visitors, and guests
from across the United States.
There was one visitor from
Athens, Alabama who visited
and a second who holds their
membership in
Bentonville, Arkansas.

Those who attend enjoyed
themselves immensely as Felicity
Chapter’s Worthy Matron Sheila
Lee Alstatt, created another
fantastic Official Visit program.
Our WGM and WGP traversed
the countryside on a Christmas
journey while being followed by
our very own EIf on the Shelf.
Their journey was intended to take
them back to their childhood as
they visited five different
locations and enjoyed each
location had to offer.

Windmills Across the Prairie

The locations included a
Christmas Tree Farm, where they
picked out their own tree, a dairy
farm, where they were given a
red milking can to use as a pot
for their tree, and other locations
which included gifts of lights for
the tree, a star, and their own
mini-stocking to hang by the tree.
The mini-stocking just happened
to have a lump of coal in it.

Our mischievous EIf on the Shelf
provided much hilarity at each of
the five stops. He made the
evening much better and the
members took part in a snowball
fight with the WGM and WGP at
one stop. Our Grand Secretary
Christy Myers Hard provided the
music which was great and added
so much to the evening.

This was another of Sister Alstatt’s
well known hilarious and
heartwarming programs.

We ended the evening with
custom cookies crafted by Sister
Rachael Edwards who was
visiting from Bentonville #295
Bentonville Arkansas where she
holds membership. Sister Rachael
now lives in Junction City and
enjoyed the evening so much
she has asked for a petition to
join Felicity Chapter. It was a great
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: Grand Chapter o
: the responsibility
: Committee of Kansas Grand Chapter OES.

evening and all had a
wonderful time.

Star Gazer Information

. The Star Gazer is published quarterly, :
normally in June, September, December,
- and March. Actual publishing dates may
¢ vary, depending on circumstances. :

Distribution of the newsletter is primarily .
+ through electronic means. Paper copies of -
- the newsletter ar

le upon request.

lication of the :
_ Production is *
Communications

* Articles and pictures may be submitted for
+ Inclusion by sending them to the editor at:

cindy@smithlawoffices net

: All articles and pictures are subject to *
+ editing and approval prior to publication.
» Please include names of individuals in
: photos when submitting for publication.
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Around the State! (Continued)
St Bernard #97

Dodge City St. Bernard #97 and
the Mason’s had a wonderful Taco
night/packing party for Boo in the
Zoo. We made roughly 650 treat
bags and past out close to 550
of them. The left overs have gone
to a nursing home one of our
members is in right now for them
to be passed out Halloween night.

Official Visit Miriam
#14 Emporia

Brother David Ahlstrom WGP,
Honored memers of Miriam
Chapter #14 by presenting 50
year Service pins to Sisters Gaila
Sanford, Vickie Larison and Eliza-
beth Robinson and Brother Carol
Pape. Colleen Anderson and
Donna Luna were presented with
their 60 year pins.Sister Glenda
Perkins, WGM and Brother David
Ahlstrom, WGP made their official
visit to Mriam Chapter #24 at the
December 9th meeting and were
honored with a ceremony based
on SMILES!

Queen City #138, Winfield

November proved to be a
productive month for Queen City
Chapter. At our first meeting in
November, we were lucky enough
to initiate two new members,

Hil Crum and Veronia Steele.

We had several members not
able to attend and were fortunate
enough to have members from
three other chapters come assist
us in our work. We feel so blessed
to have such wonderful people
nearby that are always willing to
come help us.

Our new members were thrown
into the deep end at our
second meeting in November as
we hosted our Worthy Grand
Matron and Worthy Grand Patron
for our Official Visit. With it being
only two days before Thanksgiving
we didn’t have as many
visitors as we typically do, but
those that came were deeply
appreciated. Sister Glenda and
Brother David were great sports
as they were initiated into the

“Order of the Over Eating Sisters”
and taken to our Star Points and
given yummy treats.

Before our Official Visit, Brother
David presented our dual member
Betsy Zadorozny with her 60-year
pin. Betsy’s primary chapter is St.
Bernard, but at her request, they
were kind enough to allow her to
be presented at Queen City. Sixty
years is such a wonderful
milestone, and we appreciate
Betsy immensely.

Up Coming Events!!
Mark your Calendar!

(With Covid and the flu
still around
Please be mindful of your

Sisters and Brothers)
Official Visits and Pins

January 23rd
Hays #228

April 14th
White Rose #297
Gridley
and Homecoming of
WGM

Other Activities

February 21st & 22nd
KS/OK Exchange
Ninnescah #423
Clearwater

March 8th
Spring Charity
Emporia

March 9th
March Practice
Emporia

March 13th -16th
Grand Lodge
Manhattan

April 9th
WGP Homecoming
Evangeline #162
Baldwin City

Grand Chapter
April 23rd-26th
Topeka

Thanks to all who provided
photos for this issue!

Ronna Kimbrell, Carl Anderson,
Deborah Gregory, Kacee Smith,
Claire Gorgan, Pam Able and
Cathy Ahlstrom Thanks!

Grand Chapter of Kansas




Around the State! (Continued)
Official Visit Wathena # 431

October 15, 2024, a balmy fall regular order of business. reaped from our labors.
evening, Wathena Chapter # 431, The special program for the After remarks the Conductress
Wathena, KS; received an official WGM/WGP entitled “Memories and Assoc. Conductress led the
visit from Glenda Perkins WGM of Day Gone By” began with the officers out, stopping to form a
and David Ahlstrom, WGP of the WM Shari Bauman recalling times  cross around the alter. Everyone

Grand Chapter of Kansas. Wa- when families rose before the sun, enjoyed great refreshments and
thena had 16 officers present with  worked hard all day and shared fantastic fellowship before
substitutes for Adah and Ruth. meals as a family, spent time heading home.

Non-member guest included: together in the evening and retired
Jamie Klenklen, Grand Ruth; early. Conductress, Helen

Herb Merrick, Grand Sentinel also Edwards and Assoc.
Grand Representative of Hawaii in  Conductress, Madison Kuhnert

Kansas. conducted Glenda and David
Nora Bayless, District Aide of around memory lane.

District #1 Kansas. Grand Items collect along the way

Committee members: George included lanterns like long ago to

Bayless, and Susan Welborn. represent the light of our heavenly

Sharon Monhollon, Special Page  Father guiding us along the path;

to Grand Ruth, Cathy Ahlstrom, for chores an apron and a

wife & Escort of David Ahlstrom, mountain bucket hat for

WGP Betty Ann Anderson, Escort  protection; flower bulbs to bring

of Jamie Klenklen, Grand Ruth beauty in the spring; a frame for

Caroline Merrick wife & Escort of  the family picture; a cross as a

Herb Merrick, Grand Sentinel reminder of God’s true love.
After introduction, Wathena WM  The trail ended with a goody

Shari Bauman conducted the bag as a reminder of the bounty

.

> 4 Ninnescah Chapter #423 “~ d):
) ,:k, Clearwater, Kansas *’
‘k e Invites you to the :
Kansas/Oklahoma Exchange iT
K February 21 & 22, 2025 - P
) Clearwater, Kansas '

5 Information available on |
Grand Chapter Website

Donations to the Star Gazer are always welcome!
Please send to: Grand Chapter Office
221 SW 33rd St., Suite 300
Topeka, KS 66611-2379

Write Check to Grand Chapter of Kansas
in the Memo put Star Gazer Donation
This will help with postage and printing cost!
It costs between $2.00 & $2.10 per issue

Windmills Across the Prairie 6



(Carnival CHOOSE FUN’

SKYRIDES &
COMEDY SHOWS &
ALL IN THE MIDDLE
OF THE OCEAN.

Eastern Star Fundraising Cruise
January 24th - 31st

Carnival Jubilee

Galveston, Mahogany Bay, Costa Maya, Cozumel
$4 per person per day will be donated by Carnival to the charity of choice by the Worthy Grand
Matron and Worthy Grand Patron

Prices are based on double occupancy and are subject to change until deposit has been made.

Flights
Wichita or Kansas City to Houston - approx. $250 per person round trip

Transportation to and from airport is TBD

Galveston Hotel
$100/room (max 4 people per room)

Cruise including taxes and port fees
Balcony Room - $1,179 per person
Interior Room - $869 per person

Optional add-ons
Prepaid Gratuities - $112 per person
Carnival Vacation Protection - $119 per person

Room Reservation Fee of $25 due 2/1/25
Deposit of $250 due 7/1/25
Final Payment of due 9/1/25

Questions?

Melanie Marcy, Committee Chairman, (812) 212-0734
Christie Britt, Committee Member, (785) 466-1954
Carly Williams, Three Sisters Travel

“Carnival Memori the Best Souvenirs.”
e e Member of Queen City #138 (620) 218-0769

-Those Who Know

More Information on the Kansas Website

7 Grand Chapter of Kansas



Star Gazer Newsletter
Kansas Grand Chapter OES
C/O Cindy Smith
13509 W. 10th Ct N
Wichita, KS 67235
(Temporary change of address)
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