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   The Spring Charity is just around 
the corner. Make sure to mark March 
21st on your calendar to be sure you 
are there to help with our Service 
project Service Dogs. (KSDS)

  Everything will take place in the Em-
poria Masonic Center. Cost for the 
event is $20.00. There will be Mexican 
food, dancers, pinata's and most of all 
FUN! Do not forget to sign up for the 
auctions and get ready for some fun in 
helping the Service Dogs! 
   A few extra things you need to 
know....have your Chapter either 

donate $25.00, $50.00 or donate a 
basket for the auction. The starting 
time is still to be determined and will 
be released in the next few weeks. 

     Mary Keffer, Chair of the Commit-
tee, said that the committee has been 
working very hard to make this a fun 
event for everyone. So come and en-
joy some fun and fellowship with your 
Sister's and Brother's !

P.S. Reminder that March Practice is 
being held on March 22nd (the day af-
ter the Spring Charity) at the Emporia 
Masonic Center Chapter Room 2nd 
floor at 9:30 a.m.
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Think Spring......Spring Charity That Is!!

   SPRING FUNDRAISER  

 

   Everyone is invited to join in the fun! 

      We’re having a Mexican Fiesta 

    Date: March 21, 2020 

   Where: Emporia Masonic Lodge 

       Doors Open: TBD 

We will be having Mexican Food, Dancing, Pinata Fun plus 

Music, Silent Auction and Regular Auction. 

Cost: $20.00 per person.  

The committee will be meeting to finalize the details and will be 
sending out the final information to all Chapters and 
Secretaries in the next couple of weeks.  We hope to see all of 
you there.  Happy New Year! 

Be happy   Be kind   

 

 

 

Our Apologies

   We are sorry that this 
   issue of the Star Gazer 
   is out so late.

   A lot of personal  
   things happened in 
   the Month of  
   December  to cause 
   this and loss of 
   primary computer 
   equipment to theft...."

    We'll be back to 
   our regular format 
   for the Spring edition.

   Thank you for your 
   understanding.

    Jan Brooks, Editor
    Cindy Smith 
              Co-Editor



Here's The Buzz

The Buzz from the Worthy Grand Matron:

	 Wow! Where has the time gone? I can’t believe that 2020 is here. Here 
is a reminder of some of the events that will be in 2020. Be sure you mark these 
on your calendar.

February 28 – KS/OK exchange in Bartlesville, OK.
February 29 – KS/OK exchange in Independence, KS 
                          Queen City #138 is hosting
March 21 – Spring Fundraiser – Emporia Masonic Center
March 22 – March Practice – Emporia Masonic Center
April 16 – 18 – Grand Chapter – Ramada Inn, Topeka

	 I want to thank you all for the love, many gifts, hugs and friendship 
that you have given me as I traveled across this wonderful state to visit your 
chapters. These are memories that will be treasured for a lifetime. Each of you 
is truly a blessing.
	
Star Blessings and Hugs

GRAND CHAPTER INFO
The tentative schedule, here is a sneak peek of what to expect.
April 15 – Vespers – Evening
April 16 – March Practice Everyone – Morning
April 16 – Alpha-Omega, Pages and Guards, Secretaries and 
                    Treasurers Luncheon Jefferson Hall – 11:00 am
April 16 – All Membership Banquet – Grand Ballroom – 4:00 pm
April 17 – Grand Representatives Luncheon – Grand Ballroom – 11:00 am
April 17 – Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons Banquet 
                     Jefferson Hall   4:00 pm
April 17 – New Members Recognition – Grand Ballroom – Open to Everyone   
                      after the closing of Chapter
April 18 – District Aides Breakfast – Grand Ballroom – 7:00 am
April 18 – FAGO Luncheon – Jefferson Hall – 11:00 am
Times are subject to change. 

The Ramada has hired Engroff ’s Catering to provide all of the meals during 
this Grand Session. 
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THE SEVENTH INNING

 	 As we go into the seventh inning of our Eastern Star Grand Chapter 
year, I thank you for all of the courtesies extended during the pin presenta-
tions and official visits.  My congratulations to all of the pin recipients. The 
recipients represent many years of service to the Order of the Eastern Star. 

	 I would like to thank the Grand Officers on a job well done doing the 
degree work at North Star.  The candidate was my daughter Abbie Kam-
merer.  The Grand Officers will be doing the degree work for the Kansas-
Oklahoma exchange in February 2020.  I invite you to attend the Spring 
Fundraiser in March.

	 I would like to invite all Kansas OES members to attend the Spring 
Graduation at KSDS on April 4, 2020 at 120 W. 7th Street in Washington, KS 
@ 11:00 A.M.  Lunch is provided after the graduation.  This is a phonemical 
facility that is changing lives 1 dog at a time.  This is one of your charities for 
this year.

Follow your dreams and enjoy the trip.
Just say Yes to OES.

Ron Kammerer
Worthy Grand Patron
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      The Masons and OES of Dodge City  
held a Holiday dinner and invited the 
area Lodges and Chapters Sunday 
afternoon November 24th
We dined on smoked wild pig, brisket 
and turkey. Folks brought cover dish 
foods to complete the meal. Approxi-
mately 30 people dined with us.
     Dodge City OES CHAPTER # 97 
donated teddy bears the Ford County 
Sheriff 's office to hand out to 
children in the area.

     Recently the members of St Bernard 
Chapter # 97 OES of Dodge City  
participated in the non-profit organi-
zation “Wreaths across America”. 
    The six Kansas Veterans' Cemeter-
ies observed National Wreaths Across 

America Day on December 14, 2019. 
    Their  mission was and is to 
"Remember Our Fallen U.S. Veterans, 
Honor Those Who Serve, and Teach 
Your Children the Value of Freedom." 
More than 1,600 locations in all 50 
U.S. states, at sea, and abroad will be 
participated along with Arlington 
National Cemetery by laying of 
remembrance Christmas wreaths.
      The Chapter sponsored two wreaths 
at the Fort Dodge Kansas Veterans 
cemetery.
  The Chapter also gave Christmas 
stockings filled with goodies to the 
veterans of the Kansas Soldiers home 
in Ft Dodge Ks 

     Linsdborg's Felicity Chapter 
#371 and Hutchinson's Silver Leaf 
Chapter #464!  

       

      One of the best things in Star is the 
Fellowship and being able to help each 
other out. Jenny Ayres and I really en-
joy going to the Hutchinson parades 
and supporting them. Their parades 
are for the 4th of July and Christmas.  
Because of the time of the year, we are 
usually sweating or freezing but it is a 
fun time. 
   The Svensk Hyllningsfest is only held 

every two years in Lindsborg and this 
year we were able to put a float in the 
parade with the help of Silver Leaf 
Chapter. It was amazing to see how 
many people showed up. The people 
were four, five, and six+ deep along 
the route.  To see them all dressed in 
native Swedish dress was a really neat 
experience.  
   Hopefully we will be able to do it 
again and with the help of our Sisters 
and Borthers we should be able to.  

(Just ignore Cindy Moore and her 
crazy cop hat.....she REALLY gets into 
the spirit. LOL  ;)  ) 

     Areme Chapter # 461 Order Of 
Eastern Star Worthy Matron Diane 
McIntosh & Worthy Patron Al 
Patterson’s Charity project this year 
was Breast Cancer Awareness it 
was voted to donate their monetary 
bronze gift to “Paint The Parkway 
Pink”

Let the FUN Begin

Areme Chapter

St. Bernard Chapter
Has Been Busy

Anthony Buckner of the Sherriff 's Office and Roxi 
of St. Benard Chapter

Photo: Lisa Burk

Members of Areme Chapter
Photo: Gina Fox

Members of Felicity and Silver Leaf Chapters
 riding the float.         

Photo: Gary Ayers

Happenings Around The State
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  A few of Rose Douglas Chapter mem-
bers spent Sunday evening cooking 
at the Ronald McDonald House. The 
new facility is beautiful.

  Rose Douglas Chapter #475 in Wich-
ita donated to the Masonic Home 
some bingo prizes. Hope they we be 
enjoyed by the lucky winners.

  Yet an-
other fun 
weekend of 
a c t i v i t i e s 
with the 
B e e - At t i -
tudes and 
B l e s s i n g s 
OES Grand 
Family. On 
S a t u r d a y, 
we started 
out with 
a presen-
tation by 
my good 
friend Me-

lissa Mellinger and her service dog, 
Mr. Cheeto, who came to her thru The 
KSDS Assistance Dogs, our OES char-
ity this year. The Grand Officers then 
performed the initiatory ceremony to 
bring WGP Ron and Doris's daughter, 
Abby, into North Star Chapter. Sun-
day morning found us at the Kansas 
Masonic Home to attend service with 
residents in the Eastern Star chapel, 
followed by a huge delivery of donated 

adult cover-up bibs and fleece throws 
for residents of the KMH. Such fun 
spending time with the Grand family!

  In the last 2 years, all of these amaz-
ing individuals have joined Queen 
City Chapter. Lots of great stuff hap-
pening in Winfield.

Happenings Around The State (cont.)
Rose Douglas Chapter

Has Been Busy
Grand Officers Have 

A Fun Weekend

Queen City ChapterLavetta Shaffer, Jim Billings, Linda Overman, 
Patti Roberts, Karen Billings and Rick Roberts        

Photo: Patti Roberts

Members of Rose Douglas Chapter
Photo: Patti Roberts

Melissa Mellinger and 
Mr. Cheeto

Photo: Liz Granberg-Jerome

Grand Chapter Officers at KMH
Photo: Liz Granberg-Jerome

New Members and Officers at Queen City Chapter
Photo: Mary Hayselden
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   Congratulations to Pauline Yockey, 
PGM and Elva Shepherd who each 
received their 60 year pin earlier this 
month from Pauline's dad, Thurman 
D. Miller, PGP. Beulah Chapter #34 
Topeka.

   Radiant Chapter #229 and Doric 
#404 did a dual 50 year pin presenta-
tion day for Sisters Susan Molstad 
Wilson Radiant Chapterand Su-
san Nolan Johnson Doric Chapter. 
Thanks Ron Kemmerer WGP also 
Thanks for all that came. 

   During OV and Pins at White Rose, 
Ron Kammerer WGP presented 
David Schneider with his 25 year pin. 
David's wife and grandson were pres-
ent for the pinning. Congratulations, 
David!

   Ninnescah Chapter held their Of-
fical Visit on December 5th. Sisters 
Vivian Maechtlen and Vera Kitcheloe 
each received their 75 year pins. 

   On October 14th Clara Jo Talking-
ton received her 50 year pin. It was 
presented to her by Dick Short PGP.

Pin Presentations

Beulah Chapter

Sister's Elva Shepherd and Pauline Yockey, PGM 
Photo: Catherine Evonne

Radiant Chapter

White Rose Chapter

WGP Ron with pin recipients
Photo: Connie Knapp McCain

Ninnescah Chapter

Garrie WGM, Vivian Maechtlen, 
Vera Kitcheloe and Ron WGP

Photo: Cindy Smith

David Schneider with his Wife and Grandson
Photo:  Catherine Evonne

Christmas Fun in Clearwater

     This year at Christmas time 
Ninnescah Chapter #423 decided to 
do "Letters from Santa."  These 
letters went to boys and girls (and 
some adults) listed their 
accomplishments and letting them 
know how good they were through 
out the year.  
     The chapter had a goal of just do-
ing 25 letters and in the end they did 
a little over 75 letters.  It was a big hit.  
     The parents loved the idea and 
from what I heard many of the kids 

loved the letter as well.  
    A child could receive a letter by 
their parent or an adult filling out a 
form listing their information and 
what accomplishments for the year.    
     Part of the money that was 
received went to the Worthy Grand 
Matron Service project for Service 
Dogs.  The chapter is already 
planning on doing this letter again 
for the next Christmas season.

Submitted by Christina Richards
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Miriam Chapter

 Pam Able PGM, Clara Jo Talkington with her 2 
daughters and Dick Short PGP

Photo: Jan Brooks



 

I would like to invite everyone who wants to sing in the choir this April 
to plan on practicing on Thursday afternoon, April 16th.  The rehearsal 

will take place in the Chapter Room at 1:30 pm. I welcome anyone who 
likes to sing to come and  

“Make a Joyful Noise”. 

 

Charlotte Swaim, Director of Music 

 

P.S. If you think you can’t sing come anyway, have fun and create a buzz. 

Garrie, WGM 

2020-2021 Itinerary Pre-Order Form 

Name ____________________________________ # of Itineraries ________________ 

Chapter Name & #____________________________________   District ___________ 

Deadline to Pre-order is Feb 15, 2020  
Price will be $5 each, but DO NOT send money with this form. 

You will pick up at Grand Chapter or your District Aide will have them at her Chapter Visit. 
 

Mail to:  
Grand Chapter of Kansas 

PO Box 73 
Valley Center, Kansas   67147 

 
2020-2021 Itinerary Pre-Order Form 

Name ____________________________________ # of Itineraries ________________ 

Chapter Name & #____________________________________   District ___________ 

Deadline to Pre-order is Feb 15, 2020  
Price will be $5 each, but DO NOT send money with this form. 

You will pick up at Grand Chapter or your District Aide will have them at her Chapter Visit. 
 

Mail to:  
Grand Chapter of Kansas 

PO Box 73 
Valley Center, Kansas   67147 

Order Your Itinerary Early!!!
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